Yuba County Water Agency
Yuba River Development Project
FERC Project No. 2246

YCWA’s DRAFT Recreation Facilities Plan Measure/Language

Visitor Education and Interpretation at Project Recreation Facilities
1.0
Standardized Visitor Education Materials

This section details the standardized visitor information, education and interpretive materials that YCWA will provide at applicable Project recreation facilities.  Notably, as new facilities are constructed over the term of the new license, these materials will need to be updated accordingly and installed.  

1.1 Project Vicinity Map
YCWA will develop a standardized Project Vicinity map.  In general, the Project Vicinity map will be installed at all developed Project recreation facilities and located at entrance stations or key areas of visitor contact (e.g., boat preparation areas at boat ramps or parking areas at day use areas).  The map will have the following key specifications and features.
· A map approximately 4 ft. by 4 ft. in size made of a durable weather-resistant material(s).

· Map graphics and symbols that are easy to read and use colors that provides additional and appropriate information.  

· Identify all Project recreation facilities (campgrounds, boat ramps and marinas, day use areas, trails and trailheads) and connecting non-project trails and trailheads.

· Include a “You are here” symbol for each location where a Project Vicinity map is provided.  

1.2
Project Recreational Facility Description Sign (1-Panel)
YCWA will develop a standardized 1-panel Project Recreation Facility Description sign that describes each Project recreation campground, day use area, boat ramp and trail utilizing text and tables, as applicable.  The sign will highlight the key facility features and capacities and include pertinent safety and emergency information.  The sign will typically be provided alongside the Project Vicinity map.  The sign will be approx. 4 ft. by ft. in size and made of durable weather-resistant material.
1.3
New Bullards Bar Reservoir Boating and Fishing Information Sign (1-Panel)

YCWA will develop a standardized 1-panel New Bullards Bar Reservoir Boating and Fishing Information sign that describes applicable reservoir boating and fishing regulations, safety information and other relevant reservoir information.  The sign will typically be located at developed boat ramp facilities.  The sign will be approx. 4 ft. by 4 ft. in size and made of durable weather-resistant material.

1.4
Interpretive Displays
YCWA will develop interpretive displays at select Project recreation facilities.  In general, each interpretive panel will be approx. 3 ft. by 4 ft. in size and made of durable weather-resistant material.  Notably, interpretive information and displays may not always fit a standardized presentation as described above; and some displays may warrant a different size and layout depending upon the message and materials being presented. 
2.0
Facility-Specific Education and Interpretive Amenities
2.1
Campgrounds

Schoolhouse Campground.  YCWA will provide a 2-panel kiosk at the entrance station with: 1) a Project Vicinity map and 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign - each on one panel.   
Hornswoggle Group Campground.  YCWA will provide a 2-panel kiosk at the entrance station with: 1) a Project Vicinity map and 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign - each on one panel.   
Dark Day Campground.  YCWA will provide a 2-panel kiosk at the entrance station with: 1) a Project Vicinity map and 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign - each on one panel.   
Cottage Creek Small Group Campground.  YCWA will provide a 3-panel kiosk at the entrance station with: 1) a Project Vicinity map; 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign; and 3) interpretive information - each on one panel.   The interpretive panel will include information about the hydrology, water systems, and drainages of the Yuba River; and potentially include a photograph with a view down valley that identifies the river drainages, ridges, mountains, and the Coast Range.

Kelly Ridge Small Group RV Campground (New).  YCWA will provide a 2-panel kiosk at the entrance station with: 1) a Project Vicinity map and 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign - each on one panel.   
Shadow Ridge Campground (New).  YCWA will provide a 2-panel kiosk at the entrance station with: 1) a Project Vicinity map and 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign.   In addition, YCWA will provide interpretive signage/panels along the overlook trail, including the following specific of interpretive amenities.

· At the Trailhead - install a 2-panel kiosk with information about local wildlife (e.g., Red legged frog, bald eagle, and spotted owl) and local vegetation (e.g., ponderosa pine, white fir, Douglas fir, sugar pine, dogwood, tan oak, poison oak).   

· Along the Trail - install smaller 1-panel signs (approx. X ft. by X ft. in size) along the trail identifying specific local wildlife, vegetation and any other relevant site-specific information. [FS – is it possible to be more specific about the size and number of signs along the trail? YCWA 2/2/16
]
· At the Overlook Site - install a 2-panel kiosk with information about the history of the valley before construction of the new dam, history of the old dam and area gold mining history.
Garden Point Boat-in Campground.  YCWA will provide a 3-panel kiosk at the entrance station with: 1) a Project Vicinity map; 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign; and 3) interpretive information – each on one panel.   The interpretive panel will include information about the gold mining history in the Yuba River drainage and, if possible, the North Yuba River/Bullards Bar area.

Madrone Cove Boat-in Campground.  YCWA will provide a 3-panel kiosk at the entrance station with: 1) a Project Vicinity map; 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign; and 3) interpretive information – each on one panel.   The interpretive panel will include information about the gold mining history in the Yuba River drainage and, if possible, the North Yuba River/Bullards Bar area.
2.2
Boat Ramps
Dark Day Boat Ramp.  YCWA will provide a 3-panel kiosk near the boat preparation area with: 1) a Project Vicinity map; 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign; and 3) New Bullards Bar Reservoir Boating and Fishing Information sign – each on one panel.   Note that information regarding aquatic invasive species will be addressed per Section 3.1.1 (Public Education Program) of the Aquatic Invasive Species Management Plan.
Cottage Creek Boat Ramp.  YCWA will provide a 3-panel kiosk near the boat preparation area with: 1) a Project Vicinity map; 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign; and 3) New Bullards Bar Reservoir Boating and Fishing Information sign – each on one panel.   Note that information regarding aquatic invasive species will be addressed per Section 3.1.1 of the Aquatic Invasive Species Management Plan.
2.3
Day Use Areas
Sunset Vista Point.  YCWA will provide a 2-panel kiosk at the entrance station with: 1) a Project Vicinity map; and 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign - each on one panel.   In addition, YCWA will install a 1-panel interpretive display at the picnic sites.   The interpretive panel (approx. 3 ft. by 4 ft. in size) will contain: 1) key historical information about the Yuba River Development Project, particularly the dam and associated facilities; and 2) the primary purposes of YCWA and the Project (e.g., flood control, downstream water supply, recreation, fisheries enhancement, hydroelectric generation).
Dam Overlook.  Importantly, this site may be utilized for construction purposes for the potential New Bullards Bar Dam spillway and low-level outlet modification projects.  If these modification projects occur, then YCWA will complete the following visitor education and interpretation enhancements within 2 years of completion of the spillway and low-level outlet modifications.

YCWA will provide a 3-panel kiosk at the entrance station with: 1) a Project Vicinity map; 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign; and 3) interpretive information - each on one panel.  The interpretive panel will contain: 1) key historical information about the Yuba River Development Project, particularly the dam and associated facilities; and potentially 2) the primary purposes of YCWA and the Project (e.g., flood control, downstream water supply, recreation, fisheries enhancement, hydroelectric generation).

Dark Day Picnic Area.  YCWA will provide a 2-panel kiosk at the entrance station with: 1) a Project Vicinity map and 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign - each on one panel.   
Moran Road Day Use Area.  YCWA will provide a 3-panel kiosk in the parking area with: 1) a Project Vicinity map; 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign; and 3) New Bullards Bar Reservoir Boating and Fishing Information sign – each on one panel.   Note that information regarding aquatic invasive species will be addressed per Section 3.1.1 of the Aquatic Invasive Species Management Plan.   

Cottage Creek Day Use Area (proposed).  YCWA will provide a 2-panel kiosk at the entrance station with: 1) a Project Vicinity map; and 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign - each on one panel.   In addition, YCWA will install a 1-panel interpretive display at the picnic sites.   The interpretive panel will contain information about the history of the valley before construction of the new dam; history of the old dam; and area gold mining history.
2.4
Project Diversion Dams
Our House Diversion Dam.  YCWA will provide a 2-panel kiosk at the entrance station with: 1) a Project Vicinity map and 2) a Project Recreation Facility Description sign - each on one panel.  The kiosk will be removed and discontinued if subject to repeated vandalism or loss. 
Log Cabin Diversion Dam.  YCWA does not propose to provide any recreation visitor information at this site since recreation facilities do not exist and vehicle access is restricted at the junction with Highway 49. 


Add reference to interpretation provided for in the Historic Properties Management Plan.
�Are proposed 2-panels are in addition to the standard 3-panel fee station information board?  Clarify here and in appropriate place in Rec Plan.


�The interpretive panel should be located on a single kiosk at a point where the best view down valley is.  May need to be included in phase 2 construction.


�Propose ~10 signs at 12” x 18”?


�What does this paragraph refer to?  Is there a heading missing?


�Marketing brochure?  Amphitheaters at schoolhouse and shadow ridge?  Seasonal interpreter?





DRAFT - 02/02/16
YCWA’s Visitor Education and Interpretation Measure Language
Page 2 of 4

